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Electronic Resources Evaluation - Math2
APA Citation of the Resource:
Manura, D. (1995-2005). Retrieved July 12, 2009, from Math2 Web site: http://math2.org/
Brief Description 

Math2© provides a variety of resources with references for general concepts through Calculus, two forums for support and a list of helpful math links.  No detailed instruction or examples are given on the site; instead, it is simply a library for resources. for math equations and formulas.  
Strengths and Weaknesses 
Strength 

The strength of this site is its simplicity since it does not have an overwhelming amount of information, and its main purpose is to serve as a reference area for math topics.  Though the information is limited, there is a comprehensive list of reference equations and formulas which is probably the predominant feature of the site.  This is a particular advantage for an individual looking specifically for a formula or equation since there would be no need to search through extraneous information to locate the needed resource.

Weakness


While the simplicity of the site can be considered a strength, it can also be a weakness since the amount of information provided is not thorough.  The site does not provide large quantities of information which a teacher could use for technology integration in the classroom.       
Suggested Use of the Resource

It would be appropriate for a teacher to bookmark this site on student computers with a title such as "Math Reference," or include it in the reference section of the class web page.  The format is plain, which lends itself easily to quick reference needs.
Evaluation of Five Criteria
Authority  

The page is clearly created by David Manura in conjunction with Web Math Collaborations©, of which he is a cofounder.  An important missing element is the credentials of the author, which could possibly be verified by contact through his email.  In support of the creator's authority, many of the referenced sites on this page are reputable such as The Math Forum©, and I have seen this site as a recommended resource on other sites.  A full page describes the mission of the sponsoring Web Math Collaborations©, and links for contact and further information are posted. 

Design/Usability

Simplicity again plays a role in the evaluation of this web site, since its plain sequential design makes it easy for users to locate the resources they are looking for.  Because the information offered is limited, there is no problem with too much text being located on the screen causing confusion.  All activated links work on the site, and arrows link back to previous pages. It appears the site has not been updated since 2005 according to copyright information, yet the topics covered as reference may have very well not changed in this period of time.  


In accordance with a study on colors in web design, the light blue background with darker colors in text provides good contrast necessary for readability.  The predominant color on the site is blue, which was a color found to be preferred in the study (Hall & Hanna, 2004).  The site appears to be appropriately designed for use by students, parents and teachers for quick reference of mathematics topics with easy navigation. 
Accessibility 

In regard to formal accessibility options such as labels regarding special accommodations for audio visual impairments, there are none on this site.  In consideration of the limited content however, it would not be likely for the site to be used in a video presentation.  


A WAVE© report yielded few accessibility accommodations on the first as well as the majority of the pages (University of Utah, 2009). This is likely due to the simple formatting of the site.  On pages which had images, such as graphs, there were significant errors, because no alternative text was used for the images. Alternative text would not help students with visual impairment with the concepts of graphs, because their construction is best understood visually.  Since there were no frames used on these pages, enlarging the graphs for the visually impaired could be done with the use of the key on the quick launch bar. 


Minimal graphics on other pages indicate little need for alternative text as outlined by in the DoIt© page entitled
: World Wide Access: Accessible Web Design (University of Washington, 2009).


A stand out feature regarding accessibility on Math2© is the full site is available in both English and Spanish.  This feature is easily accessed from a link in the upper left corner of the site, and one could easily toggle back and forth between languages.   
Accuracy or reliability

The author takes full responsibility for the content, and information appears to be accurate with respect to common mathematics practices.  Contact information is provided regarding questions, and the forums can also be used for reference.  No errors were detected in the pages viewed.  Links from other well regarded math pages also give credence to the information found on this site.  No broken links were detected on the site from within the pages visited.
Objectivity 



This site was created specifically as a resource for math students from general topics through Calculus.  Surprisingly, absolutely nothing is for sale on the site.  There does not appear to be any bias or persuasive tactics used on the site, which is personally supported by the author.  
Continuity 

The site does not score well with respect to continuity in regard to its last update in 2005.  However, even under consideration of the update, all mathematical information appears current and links are not broken.  However, in the future, links to other sites could be disabled.  


Advertising is not done in any respect on the site and all resources are free in accordance with copyright and usage guidelines.  Because of issues with maintenance, the site should not be relied on as an exclusive resource for mathematics.  As noted previously, the site could be regarded as a location for quick, easy to navigate reference.
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